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A Brief History 
Fathers in Education Day and

Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week
In 2014 and 2015, Senator Dwight Bullard and Representative Erik Fresen, working with the Fatherhood 
Task Force of South Florida, drew up Congressional Resolutions in the Florida Senate and House of 
Representatives respectively to recognize Fathers in Education Day and Fathers in Action & Advocacy 
Week in school districts in Florida. These initiatives were instituted to improve educational opportunities 
for children from Pre-K through high school by promoting fathers’ involvement in education both in 
school and in the home. The Fatherhood Task Force of South Florida, whose mission is to increase 
the involvement of fathers in the lives of children, stressed that by increasing male participation in the 
educational activities of children in schools that they will do better academically and socially.

Miami Dade County Public Schools with the full support of Superintendent Carvalho, Region 
Superintendents and M-DCPS School Board, committed resources to become the frontrunner county 
in Florida to partner with the Fatherhood Task Force in successfully organizing Fathers in Education 
Day and Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week from 2014-2018. The initiatives resulted in hundreds of 
schools participating, and thousands of fathers and male role-models involved in providing literacy 
related activities to thousands of children during those years. M-DCPS has become the role model 
for other school districts on messaging how to institute these initiatives and meet the need for more 
male support of children’s education on a regular basis.  Participating fathers report that they see 
how important their role as educator is and how excited and motivated their children are when they 
take an interest in their work.  It should be noted that findings have shown that father involvement in 
school has increased father involvement in home, as well. Fathers in Education Day reinforces every 
day reading and increases engagement between fathers and children. It should be noted that Father, 
mother, familial and role-model participation are instrumental in assisting children with their education.  
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A Brief History 
Fathers in Education Day and

Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week

The Road to Action Guide and Tool Kit has been prepared to help M-DCPS and their staff with step-
by-step guidelines on ways to increase father involvement in support of children’s education and to 
increase the awareness of staff and all family members about the importance of father engagement 
in school activities. Fathers in Education Day and Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week are guided and 
structured initiatives that are designed to increase father involvement in schools throughout Miami-
Dade County by giving fathers more opportunities to influence children’s learning and well-being. 
Designed to assist school administrators, teachers and parent leaders to plan ahead for Fathers 
in Education Day, it will help you to identify father and male role-models to participate and provide 
suggested school-wide and classroom activities and tools to make sure that your planning leads to 
successful Fathers in Education Day activities. 
Fathers and families can also have an opportunity to attend parenting and advocacy-oriented 
workshops throughout the community as part of Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week. Workshops 
will be offered throughout Miami-Dade County on various days of the week by The Parent Academy, 
selected schools and organizations. 
Fathers will have the opportunity to build 
their skills related to Parent Preparation, 
Communication, General Child Rearing, 
Leadership Development, Keeping 
Children Safe, Healthy Relationships and 
Financial Preparedness. Fathers will also 
learn about neighborhood resources to 
benefit their families.  
The Fatherhood Task Force and the Parent 
Academy will post the workshop details on their websites beginning in March 2019 on the Fatherhood 
Task Force website: www.ftfsf.org and the Parent Academy website: www.parentacademymiami.com
We encourage you to emphasize that Fathers in Education Day is time well spent for fathers, father 
figures and male role-models to demonstrate to all children they care about them as academic 
achievers and future citizens. We have attached a letter you can give to fathers, father figures and 
male role-models who may be interested in being excused from work to participate. Please refer to 
Addendum C. 

The Road to Action Guide & 
Tool Kit for Schools
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Biological Father

Father Figures, Expectant Fathers, Grandfathers, Stepfathers, 
Uncles, Brothers, Foster Fathers and Other Male Significant Others.

Male Role-Models, Mentors, Coaches, Clergy, and Community 
Leaders in Business, Civic Engagement, Medicine, Law and the Arts 
and Sciences. 

High School and College students. Youth interested in volunteering 
for community service hours to experience teaching and role 
modeling positive male interaction are welcomed too. 

Suggested Fathers, Father Figures & 
Male Role-Models You Can Invite to Participate:
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SAMPLE SCHOOL/CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
Here are some sample activities that are applicable in elementary, middle school and high schools. 
These activities reflect fathers’ interest in learning and reading and are designed to establish a 
positive pattern of father engagement. 

Sample Elementary Classroom or Assembly Activities
 
• Read to children inviting their participation 
• Tell a favorite story. Do a hands on activity related to the story 

with teacher’s help 
• Share a hobby or interest. Bring in “show & tell” materials 
• Discuss profession or job 
• Plan a simple breakfast with fathers and students and have 

fathers read to the group or after breakfast, go to individual 
classrooms to read to the students

Sample Middle School Classroom or Assembly Activities
 
• Share an interest or hobby. Have an interactive discussion teaching new ideas 
• Invite students to be involved in an activity to beautify the classroom or the school, 
 such as planting or artwork 
• Present hands-on show and tell experiences related to their profession or job 

Sample High School Classroom or Assembly Activities

• Share an interest and hobby teaching and challenging new ideas 
• Have an interactive discussion between fathers/students on current interests 
• Develop a quiz show between fathers/students related to their interests

        Note: All activities should relate to literacy, relationships, interaction and respect 



5.

2018 Proclamation in recognition of 
Fathers in Education Day

In 2018, a Proclamation signed by 
Mayor of Miami Dade County Carlos Gimenez and 

Chairman Esteban Bovo, Jr. 
was given in recognition of Fathers in Education Day: 

“I call upon the good people of Miami-Dade County to join me in encouraging 
all the men in our society to participate in any of the Fathers in Education Day 
events, as it will support, encourage, and motivate our youth.”

Civic and community based-organizations are encouraged to give fathers time off to participate 

on Fathers in Education Day. Under the guidelines of the School Volunteer Program, fathers 

participating in the Fathers in Education Day activities are considered one-day guest presenters in 

the schools and, therefore, no background clearance will be needed for this one time. Miami-Dade 

County employees are encouraged to take time off to read in the local schools (check guidelines on 

taking time off for volunteering).



School Team Leader Check List
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September 2018 
All schools will receive the SAVE THE DATE flyer for Fathers in 
Education Day in English, Spanish, and Creole. Start posting 
the flyers, pictures and posters of fathers interacting with 
students to encourage participation.

All schools will also receive the Fathers in Action Guide and Tool 
Kit to remind them to plan ahead for Fathers in Education Day and 
to register to be involved. A link will be provided by the Office of 
Community Engagement. 

Have internal school discussions on ways to engage fathers all 
year long in preparation for Fathers in Education Day. M-DCPS will 
be conducting in-service trainings. Attend, if possible, to get more information and helpful tips.  

October 2018 – December 2018
Share information with your community partners and the PTA. Include Father-Focused events 
in your school activities. 

January 2019 
The Fathers in Action Tool Kit will be sent again to remind all the schools to plan ahead for 
Fathers in Education Day and to register to be involved. A link will be provided by the Office of 
Community Engagement.

Post the Fathers in Education Day date on your school events calendar and on your website.  
Share pictures from Fathers in Education Day from last year on your website or instagram. 
Let fathers know about the letter to give to their employees requesting time off for Fathers in 
Education Day.

Some schools will be participating in Fathers in Action & Advocacy Week and will be contacted 
by The Parent Academy. 

February 2019 – March 2019
Your school’s Team Leader (CIS, School Counselor, or other staff member) should finalize the 
scheduling of Fathers in Education Day activities in your school. Identify which teachers and 
classrooms will be involved as well as areas involved, such as the media center, assembly, 
outdoors or other areas in the school. Reminder: Each participating school should register with 
the link from M-DCPS.  

Fathers, Grandfathers, Uncles, Brothers & Male Mentors 
GET INVOLVED IN YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL

Fathers In Education Day
Thurs., May 16, 2019

Read to a class Share a hobby Share an interest Talk about your 
work or sports

A partnership between Miami-Dade County Public Schools Office of Community Engagement 
and Fatherhood Task Force of South Florida

Honoring 6 years in Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Sara Walkup, Director of Family Engagement, Miami-Dade County Public Schools Ofice of Community Engagement

305-995-1809  •  engagemiamidade.net  •   swalkup@dadeschools.net

Holly Zwerling, CEO/President, 
305.812.4000 or Holly@Fatherhoodtfsf.org
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April 2019 
Finalize details regarding schedule for Fathers in Education Day. Inform fathers, community 
partners on how to register and clearly let them know where to go on Fathers in Education Day.
Work with your media specialist to prepare age-appropriate books for the fathers who are 
planning on reading. Have books in different languages as well to accommodate all fathers who 
may want to read. An English translation should be arranged, if needed.

May 2019
Contact the participating fathers by May 1, 2019 to confirm their participation and remind them 
about the time they should come to your school. Send the fathers another reminder a week 
later and then again two days before. 

Identify a Welcoming Committee to assist the fathers on Fathers in Education Day to know 
where to sign in and where to go. Arrange for a networking breakfast for fathers if funds permit 
to meet prior to classroom visits and possibly plan a welcoming from the principal on the 
importance of father involvement. Have the fathers introduce themselves to other fathers to 
create a welcoming and father- friendly atmosphere. 

Confirm with teaches that they should expect the fathers during certain time of day.  Have the 
fathers sign in and out after the classroom visit. Take pictures as a record of the Fathers in 
Education Day activities and post them for the children to see. 

Following Fathers in Education Day, participating schools will be asked to fill out a brief survey 
which should be returned to M-DCPS, Office of Community Engagement by May 24, 2019.  As 
each school registers, they will receive the link to the survey. 

One father, among thousands of participants, summed up his feelings about Fathers in 
Education Day 2018: 

Fathers in Education Day was a great experience. My son was so excited and 
proud. I really enjoyed sharing the time with my daughter, too. It makes me happy 
to see my kids so happy that I was there. Thank you for giving us a special day!
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Fathers in Education Day 2014Addendum A

General Reading Tips 

• Choose books that children like. They can learn words and gather an understanding of 
people and places by reading books that they enjoy. 

• Let children know what you liked about a book you are reading.
 
• For younger children get them involved in the reading to encourage thinking and talking 

about the book. Ask questions like, “What do you think will happen next or do you like 
the ending and why?” 

• Make the book come alive with sounds or emphasis put on words or emotions. 

• Follow words so they can see what you are reading and talk about the magic of words 
and how they help us to talk to one another. 

• For older children share reading time and talking about it together. Make it an activity 
like any other activity and relate the reading to expanding one’s experiences beyond 
their own. 
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Fathers in Education Day 2014Addendum B

Activities contributing to literacy development and social adjustment to school:

• Communicate with your children (without phone interruptions) when you take them to 
school, when you come home from work or take them to an activity. Let them hear your voice 
and hear the way you think. 

• Use your skills or hobbies and relate them to your children’s studies. Sports are about 
math and science - music relates to math also. Fixing things is about science (how things 
move, how things get built). Teach new words related to activities. 

• Listen to your children’s day and express understanding. They, like you, put in a whole 
day of work and experience stress and issues at school. Encourage them to come to you to 
share their concerns.This is a good opportunity for connection and trust building. It will also 
maximize their learning as they will learn how to deal with issues themselves. 

• Give examples of tolerance and appreciation of others as they are important topics and 
are needed to expand learning experiences. Share your thoughts about personal experiences 
or experiences of others to help your children to expand their understanding and appreciation 
of others. 

• Encourage children to think and analyze information they learn. Thinking is an important 
skill and necessary for learning. Don’t rely on think tanks that do the thinking. 

• Set goals for learning with your children and learn what is possible for them. Check that 
they understand what they have read to determine their level of comprehension. 

• Teach your children that both boys and girls are capable of developing skills in all areas, 
which will expand their thinking about what they read. 

• Teach children how to speak up and let the teacher know when they don’t understand 
something or to tell you when they are confused about their schoolwork. Arrange for a friendly 
visit with your child and teacher to let them know who you are, to express your interest in their 
studies and to show support for their profession. Let them know this behavior will help them 
to get what they need from school. Notice and compliment progress by using words that are 
kind and understanding.

• Communicate with the child’s mother to share parenting techniques and agree on issues 
of learning relative to your child’s education. 

• Use a video to tell a story and talk about it in your language. All fathers can teach children 
using the skills they have. English translation can be found with some videos that come with 
books. 

• Continue to read to your child in middle and high school by sharing passages in books 
or newspapers that interest or concern you or relate to their studies. Children still want to be 
read to beyond their elementary years as it gives them another way to connect with you. 
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Fathers in Education Day 2014Addendum B   

Activities to Do with Your Child in the Community 

• Take your children to have fun times at the library during which time you can read books 
together. Give them opportunities to choose books they like to take out with a library card. 
Check with your library about special reading classes or storytelling time for children. 

• Visit educational resources with your child like local museums and look at the exhibit through 
the eyes of a growing child and as an adult who continues to learn. 

• Go to a movie together and talk about the meaning of the movie and whether they liked the 
ending and why. Could there have been another ending. 

• Make a video together about your reading and learning experiences related to topics of 
choice. 

• Take a walk around your neighborhood taking pictures of the things you saw along the way 
and comment on what they look like, sound like, etc. 

• Look at maps together and discover places of interest and what you can learn from them. 

• Choose books at the library that will teach more about something you both discovered. 

• Volunteer with your child at a local community center – read to children or tell stories. 

• Share the resources of your local park with your child. Bring a book to read under a tree or try 
a new activity you read about. 

• Meet with other fathers and families to broaden children’s experiences about people. You are 
being a role model on how to interact and share with others. 

Ways that Fathers Can Connect “Across the Miles” 

• You can share a book on Facetime, Skype or on the phone. Discuss a time to call and make 
that a special time. Be prepared to talk about yourself too so your child can learn how to share 
experiences. 

• Send books to your children to read and share. Write a note to let them know why you choose 
the books and ask them to write back about what they think of the book. 

• Play “all of a sudden” games as you tell stories over the phone. You start a story and then the 
child continues it and so on until the story ends. 

• Ask to have homework sent to you so you can see what your child is reading and learning. 
      Be a support to the child”s other parent.

• Read the newspaper stories or the news online and share appropriate stories with your 
children. 

• Teach tolerance and empathy to your children as many books emphasize their importance in 
understanding people and animals. Talk about cultural diversity and different lifestyles lived by 
both women and men so they understand gender differences and what is acceptable behavior 
to others.
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Fathers in Education Day 2014Addendum C

Letter to Employer regarding participation in Fathers in Education Day 

Dear Employer,

Miami-Dade County Public Schools, Office of Community Engagement, M-DCPS School Board 

and the Fatherhood Task Force of South Florida are inviting fathers to participate in Fathers 

in Education Day, Thursday, May 16, 2019 during which time they can read or tell stories to 

the children or share a personal hobby, interest or work with the students. The Congressional 

Resolution established in 2014 designated this date as an opportunity for fathers and father 

figures to volunteer in the schools to support children’s education and their community. The 

participation of fathers is beneficial to children to see a positive male role model interested in 

sharing their time to come to their schools. The Miami-Dade County School Board approved 

Fathers in Education Day as an activity for the schools which is also supported by The M-DCPS 

Office of Community Engagement. The Children’s Trust and other community partners support 

this Initiative as it benefits children, families and communities. 

We recognize your business as a provider of resources to families in our community and therefore 

welcome your support of this Initiative. We look to your business to provide time off to those 

fathers who would want to participate in their child’s local school on May 16, 2019 and help 

advance children’s interest in reading and learning. Please join us in being a leader in promoting 

father involvement in their children’s lives. 

Sincerely,

Holly Zwerling, LMFT, LCSW CEO/President, Fatherhood Task Force of South Florida

Sara Walkup, Director of Family Engagement, M-DCPS Office of Community Engagement 
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Contact Information:
Contact Sara Walkup, Director of Family Engagement

Office of Community Engagement
305-995-1809

engagemiamidade.net
swalkup@dadeschools.net

Holly Zwerling, CEO/President, Fatherhood Task Force of South Florida
305.812.4000 or Holly@Fatherhoodtfsf.org

  www.FTFSF.org  


